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In the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful 

 

The Federation of Islamic Organisations in Europe (FIOE): 

The referendum in Switzerland on places of worship is a sad setback to the obligations 

regarding religious freedom 

The message of hate directed at Muslims is seriously troubling, and must be renounced and remedied 

 

 

With great sadness, the Federation of Islamic Organisations in Europe (FIOE) received the results of 

the referendum carried out in Switzerland on Sunday, 29 November 2009. The Federation of Islamic 

Organisations in Europe considers this an unfortunate retreat from the obligations of protecting 

religious freedom and human rights, not in keeping with Switzerland's standing and values. 

 

No doubt, that well before that, the mere idea of putting issues related to religious freedom and 

human rights to vote is quite unacceptable and unjustifiable. Furthermore, the situation where the 

majority votes on issues related to the rights of the minority is fundamentally at odds with the spirit 

of democracy, which cannot be allowed to be used as an open door to incitement, and an excuse to 

pit citizens against their fellow partners in society. 

 

The Federation of Islamic Organisations in Europe has followed with deep disquiet, the events of the 

past months and weeks in Switzerland—the charging of Swiss public opinion against Muslims, and 

feeding selective racism and political extremism, in a clear gamble on disturbing the stability of that 

society, under the pretext of banning minarets. 

 

These developments are cause for serious worry, and indicate a state of retreat, in some European 

countries, in fundamental rights and religious freedoms. This is what requires revision and treatment 

at all levels. We consider the inflammatory campaigns that took place, as undermining the values, 

which Switzerland and European societies value above all else. It is worth noting that such 

campaigns, which feed a culture of extremism and bigotry are a disservice to any country regardless, 

or any society that prides itself on upholding human values, and moral obligations. 

 

On this occasion, we invite officials, public opinion leaders, human rights organisations, and civic 

society institutions to work towards preserving civil liberties, and confront the results of this vote, 

which restricts the rights of Muslims to practise their religion. 

 

We are also confident that Muslims in Switzerland shall remain ever concerned, as do their partners 

in society, with reinforcing the foundations of consensus, and pillars of harmony that must not be 

eroded, or surrendered under whatever pretext. 

 

Brussels, Monday 30 November 2009 

 

 

The Federation of Islamic Organisations in Europe 

  


